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Lieting of the Claims; 

1» - 32. {Previously Canceled) 

33. (Currently Amended) A method of operating a telephone 
answering device connected to a telephone line, the method 
comprising: 

answering an incoming call from a calling partv on the 
telephone line; 

playing a general outgoing message to the calling party on the 
telephone line; 

responsive to receipt on the telephone line of a code from the 
calling party , playing to the calling party on the telephone line 
a message stored in a storage location; and 

providing options to the calling partv including adding an 
incoming message received from the calling partv on the telephone 
line to the storage location and replacing the message stored in 
the storage location with the incoming message from the __cal ling 
party received on the telephone line. 
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34. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 33 
further comprising, responsive to expiration of a predetermined 
period of time without receipt on the telephone line of the code 
from the^ galling party , recording an incoming message from the 
calling party received on the telephone line in an incoming message 
storage location. 

35. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 33 
further cotr^^rising defining a message thread with the message 
stored in the storage location and the incoming message from the 
calling party received on the telephone line. 

36- (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 33 
wherein the message stored in the storage location and the incoming 
message from the cal 1 ing party received on the telephone line 
further comprise a message thread. 

37. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 
33 wherein the step of providing options further comprises the 
option of deleting the message stored in the storage location. 
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38- (Previously Presented) The inethod as recited in claim 
33 wherein the storage location further comprises a plurality of 
storage locations and wherein the code is associated with one 
storage location of the plurality of storage locations. 

39. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 33 
further comprising, subsequent to playing a general outgoing 
message to the calling, party on the telephone line, playing a tone 
to__t:hLe_callina party on the telephone line if the message has been 
stored in the storage location. 

40- (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 
33 wherein the code comprises at least one dual-tone multi- 
frequency tone. 
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41. (Currently Amended) A telephone answering device 
connectable to a telephone line comprising: 

means for answering an incoming call from a calling party on 
the telephone line; 

means for playing a general outgoing message tt9 the palling 
party on the telephone line; 

means responsive to receipt on the telephone line of a code 
from the calling party for playing to. the calling party on the 
telephone line a message stored in a storage location; and 

means for providing options to the calling partv including 
adding an incoming message received from the calling party on the 
telephone line to the storage location and replacing the message 
stored in the storage location with the incoming message from the 
call inq _ party received on the telephone line. 

42- (Currently Amended) The telephone answering device as 
recited in claim 41 further comprising means responsive to 
expiration of a predetermined period of time without receipt on the 
telephone line of the code from the calling partv for recording an 
incoming message from the calling party received on the telephone 
line in an incoming message storage location. 
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43. (Previously Presented) The telephone answering device 
as recited in claim 41 further cotnprising defining a message thread 
with the message stored in the storage location and the incoming 
message received on the telephone line. 

44, (Previously Presented) The telephone answering device 
as recited in claim 41 wherein the message stored in the storage 
location and the incoming message received on the telephone line 
further comprise a message thread-. 

45, (Previously Presented) The telephone answering device 
as recited in claim 41 wherein the means for providing options 
further comprises the option of deleting the message stored in the 
storage location. 

46. (Previously Presented) The telephone answering device 
as recited in claim 41 wherein the storage location further 
comprises a plurality of storage locations and wherein the code is 
associated with one storage location of the plurality of storage 
locations . 
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47. (Currently Amended) The telephone answering device as 
recited in claim 41 further comprising means for playing a tone to 
the calling party on the telephone line if the message has been 
stored in the storage location. 

48. (Previously Presented) The telephone answering device 
as recited in claim 41 wherein the code conprises at least one 
dual-tone multi- frequency tone. 
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49. {Cuirrently Amended) a telephone answering device 
comprising: 

a control circuit connect able to a telephone line; and 

a storage medium connected to the control circuit that stores 
a general outgoing message and a special outgoing message^ 

wherein, responsive to receipt of an incoming call on the 
telephone line from a calling party , the control circuit answers 
the call and plays the general outgoing message to the calling 
party on the telephone line, 

wherein, responsive to receipt of a code on the telephone line 
from the calling oartv . the control circuit plays the special 
outgoing message on the telephone line, and 

wherein, the control circuit provides to _l:he c alling party 
options including storing an incoming message received from the 
calling party on the telephone line with the special outgoing 
ni^ggage and replacing the special outgoing message with the 
incoming message received from the calling party on the telephone 
line. 

50. (Currently Amended) The telephone answering device as 
recited in claim 49 wherein the control circuit causes a tone to be 
played to the ca lling party subsequent to playing the general 
outgoing message if the special outgoing message is stored on the 
storage medium. 
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51. (Currently Amended) The telephone answering device as 
recited in claim 49 wherein, subsequent to playing the general 
outgoing message and responsive to passage of a predetermined 
period of time without receipt of the code, the control circuit 
causes the incoming message from the calling, party to be stored on 
the storage medium. 

52- (Currently Amended) The telephone answering device as 
recited in claim 49 wherein the special outgoing message stored on 
the storage medium and the incoming message received f roffi ph^ 
calling party on the telephone line define a message thread. 

53- (Currently Amended) The telephone answering device as 
recited in claim 49 wherein the special outgoing message stored on 
the storage medium and the incoming message received feQm.„„t;;i,e. 
calling party on the telephone line further comprise a message 
thread . 

54. (Previously Presented) The telephone answering device ' 
as recited in claim 49 wherein the control circuit further provides 
the option of deleting the special outgoing message stored on the 
storage medium. 
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55. (Previously Presented) The telephone answering device 
as recited in claim 49 wherein the code comprises at least one 
dual -tone multi -frequency tone. 

56. {Previously Presented) The telephone answering device 
as recited in claim 49 wherein the storage medium is selected from 
the group consisting of random access memory, magnetic tape and 
digital storage media. 
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57. (Currently Amended) A method of operating a telephone 
cinswering device connected to a telephone line, the method 
comprising: 

answering an incoming call on the telephone line from a 

( 

calling oartv r 

playing a general outgoing message to the calling party on the 
telephone line; «nd 

responsive to receipt front .t.hj5 calling party on the telephone 
line of a code, playing to the calling party on the telephone line 
a message thread stored in a storage locatio n r and 

replacing at JLeas t a nortion of the message thread with the 
incoming message from the calling oartv received on the telephone 
line . 

58- (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 57 
further comprising, responsive to expiration of a predeteirmined 
period of time without receipt on the telephone line of the code, 
recording an incoming message from the calling oartv received on 
the telephone line. 
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59- (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 57 
further comprising, subsequent to playing to the calling party on 
the telephone line a message thread stored in a storage location^ 
adding an incoming message received from the calling party on the 
telephone line to the message thread. 

60. (Cancelled) 

61, (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 
57 wherein the message thread further comprises a sequence of 
messages. 

62- (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 
61 wherein at least one of the messages in the sequence of messages 
has been replaced. 

63 - (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 
61 wherein at least one of the messages in the sequence of messages 
has been deleted* 

64. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 
57 wherein the message thread further comprises at least two 
messages . 
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65. {Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 
57 wherein the message thread further contprises a special outgoing 
message and at least one incoming message. 
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66- (Currently Amended) A telephone answering device 
connectable to a telephone line coinprising: 

means for answering an incoming call on the telephone line 
from a calling part^r; 

means for playing a general outgoing message on the telephone 
line to the calling par_t_v; mid 

means responsive to receipt £,r.o.nL,J:.^e_ calling p^yrt^y on the 
telephone line of a code for playing to the calling party on the 
telephone line a message thread stored in a storage locationj_and 

means for repl acing at least a portion of the message thread 
with an i ncoming message received from the calling partv on the 
telephone line . 

67- (Currently Amended) The telephone answering device as 
recited in claim 66 further comprising means responsive to 
expiration of a predetermined period of time without receipt on the 
telephone line of the code for recording an incoming message 
received from the calling party on the telephone line. 

68. (Currently Amended) The telephone answering device as 
recited in claim 66 further comprising, subsequent to playing ts 
the calling party on the telephone line a message thread stored in 
a storage location, means for adding an incoming message received 
fromJthe calling party on the telephone line to the message thread. 
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69. (Cancelled) 

70. (Previously Presented) The telephone answering device 
as recited in claim 66 wherein the message thread further comprises 
a sequence of messages. 

71- (Previously Presented) The telephone answering device 
as recited in claim 70 wherein at least one of the messages in the 
sequence of messages has been replaced. 

72 • (Previously Presented) The telephone answering device 
as recited in claim 70 wherein at least one of the messages in the 
sequence of messages has been deleted. 

73- (Previously Presented) The telephone answering device 
as recited in claim 66 wherein the message thread further comprises 
at least two messages. 

74, (Previously Presented) The telephone answering device 
as recited in claim 66 wherein the message thread further comprises 
a special outgoing message and at least one incoming message. 
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75- (currently Amended) A telephone answering device 

comprising : 

a control circuit connectable to sl telephone line; and 

a storage medium connected to the control circuit that stores 
a general outgoing message and a message thread, 

wherein, responsive to receipt of an incoming call from a 
calling t)artv on the telephone line, the control circuit answers 
the call and plays the general outgoing message to the calling 
parJ^j/ on the telephone line, and 

wherein, responsive to receipt of a code on the telephone line 
from the calling party , the control circuit plays the message 
thread to the calling party on the telephone line , and 

wherein, the control circuit causes an incoming message from 
the calling party to replace at least a port ion of the mesaaae 
thread stored on the storage medium . 

76. (Currently Amended) The telephone answering device as 
recited in claim 75 wherein the control circuit causes a special 
tone to be played to the calling party subsequent to playing the 
general outgoing message to the calling party if the message thread 
is stored on the storage medium. 
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77. (Currently Amended) The telephone answering device as 
recited in claim 75 wherein the control circuit causes an incoming 
message from_the calling party to be added to the message thread 
stored on the storage medium subsequent to playing the message 
thread on the telephone line. 

78. (Cancelled) 

79. (Previously Presented) The telephone answering device 
as recited in claim 75 wherein the message thread further comprises 
a sequence of messages » 

eo. (Previously Presented) The telephone answering device 
as recited in claim 79 wherein at least one of the messages in the. 
sequence of messages has been replaced. 

81- (Previously Presented) The telephone answering device 
as recited in claim 79 wherein at least one of the messages in the 
sequence of messages has been deleted. 

82. (Previously Presented) The telephone answering device 
as recited in claim 75 wherein the message thread further comprises 
at least two messages . 
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83. (Previously Presented) The telephone answering device 
as recited in claim 75 wherein the message thread further comprises 
a special outgoing message and at least one incoming xneBsage. 

84* {Previously Presented) The telephone answering device 
as recited in claim 75 wherein the storage medium the storage 
medium is selected from the group consisting of random access 
memory, magnetic tape and digital storage media- 
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